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How to Understand the Difference Between

Beginner, Intermediate, and Advanced Excel



STRINGFEST ANALYTICS

Excel is vast and diverse. Classifying skills provides clarity,
learning paths, and measurable goals.

Why Classify Excel Skills?

• Guided learning paths
• Skill reinforcement

• Benchmarking & goal setting
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Basic comfort with Excel’s foundations

Beginner Skills

• Create & format spreadsheets
• Basic formulas (SUM, AVERAGE, MIN, MAX)

• Insert charts & simple visuals
• Data entry, sorting, filtering
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Building analytical capability

Intermediate Skills

• Advanced formulas (IF, SUMIF, XLOOKUP)
• PivotTables & advanced charts

• Tables, named ranges, scenario tools
• Intro to VBA & macros

• Power Query transformations
• Data Models & relationships
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Mastery & specialization

Advanced Skills

• Complex formulas & arrays
• Advanced VBA scripting

• Integration with other data sources
• Advanced Power Query & Power Pivot (DAX)

• Interactive dashboards & reports
• Automation & cross-application solutions



STRINGFEST ANALYTICS

Models simplify complexity and provide clarity.

Embracing the Model

• Skill levels are not rigid boxes, but useful guides.
• They align learners, trainers, and employers on expectations.
• They provide a structured path for growth in Excel mastery.


