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How to connect to a csv file from the web in Excel Power Query

One of the most commonly encountered data sources is still the trusty
old comma-delimited value (CSV) file. In this post, | aim to demonstrate
how to establish a connection with such a file in a unique manner: when
it is not residing on your computer’s local file system but is instead

hosted on the web.

To get started, open a blank Excel workbook and navigate to the

following: Data > Get Data > From File > From Text/CSV:
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The next step is a bit unconventional.

You're likely accustomed to the typical process of locating and selecting a file
on your computer by clicking through directories. However, in this case, the
file hasn't been downloaded to your computer, and there’s no need to do so,

especially if it's hosted on a web page with a “.csv” extension.

All you need to do is copy the contents of a file, such as the one shown

below, which contains abalone snail measurements, and paste it into the file

explorer:
https://raw.githubusercontent.com/stringfestdata
/training-assets/master/datasets/abalone.csv
P v A 4 » Downloads v c Search 2
Organize ~ MNew folder = |
> 4 MName DJtL"T‘ID(:I"IL‘L’i Type Size

> d Mo items match your search

> d

File name: https://raw.githubusercentent.com/stringfestdata/training-assets/master/datasets/abalone.csv w | Text Files ("prn;™.txt;".csv)

Tools = Open Cancel



https://raw.githubusercontent.com/stringfestdata/training-assets/master/datasets/abalone.csv
https://raw.githubusercontent.com/stringfestdata/training-assets/master/datasets/abalone.csv
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From here, you can either transform or load the resulting dataset like any

other in Power Query:

o X

nttps./; .githubusercontent.com/stringfestdata/training-assets/master/datasets, ne.csv
File Origin Delimiter Data Type Detection

65001: Unicode (UTF-8) = Comma = Based on first 200 rows - o
Sex Length Diameter Height ‘Whole weight Shucked weight Viscera weight Shell weight Rings

M 0.455 0.365 0.095 0.514 0.2245 0.104 0.15 15 a
M 0.35 0.265 0.09 0.2255 0.0995 0.0485 o007 7

F 0.53 0.42 0.135 0.677 0.2565 0.1415 0.21 9

M 044 0.365 0125 0.516 0.2155 0.114 0.155 1o

[ 0.33 0.255 0.08 0.205 0.0895 0.0395 0.055 7

1 0.425 0.3 0.095 0.3515 0.141 0.0775 0.12 8

F 0.53 0415 0.15 0.7775 0.237 0.1415 0.33 20

F 0.545 0.425 0.125 0.768 0.294 0.1495 0.26 16

M 0.475 0.37 0.125 0.5095 0.2165 0.1125 0.165 L]

F 0.55 0.44 0.15 0.8945 0.3145 0.151 0.32 19

F 0.525 0.38 0.14 0.6065 0.194 0.1475 0.21 14

M 0.43 0.35 0.11 0.406 0.1675 0.081 0.135 10

M 0.49 0.38 0.135 0.5415 0.2175 0.095 019 11

F 0,535 0.405 0.145 0.6845 0.2725 0171 0.205 10

F 0.47 0.355 o1 0.4755 0.1675 0.0805 0.185 10

M o5 0.4 0.13 0.6645 0.258 0.133 0.24 12

[ 0.355 0.28 0.085 0.2905 0.095 0.0395 0.115 7

F 0.44 0.34 o1 0.451 0.188 0.087 0.13 10

M 0.365 0.295 0.08 0.2555 o.097 0.043 0.1 7

M 0.45 0.32 a1 0.381 0.1705 0.075 0.115 L]

L

0 The data in the preview has been truncated due to size limits,

Transform Data Cancel
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The dataset appears to be in good shape, so I'll proceed to load it directly

into an Excel table. Now, we have a Power Query-sourced data source that

appears just like any other:
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8 F 0.53 0.415 0.15 0.7775 0.237
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Please keep in mind that when you read data from a CSV file hosted online,

you are essentially connecting to a live, external data feed. While this
eliminates the need for downloading the file locally, it does introduce an
element of unpredictability when it comes to data refresh if you're not

familiar with how this data source is maintained.

On the other hand, saving the file locally ensures reliable access and
enhances security but requires manual updates and consumes storage
space. The choice between these two methods ultimately depends on the

trade-off between the need for up-to-date data and the considerations of

data stability, security, and storage capacity.
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To reassess the source of this query, right-click on the “abalone” query in the

Queries & Connections menu and select Edit.

You can then click on the gearwheel icon located next to Data Source in the

Applied Steps menu to view the source of this data:
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THANK YOU

Thanks for checking out this post on connecting to CSV files via
the web in Power Query.

Do you have any questions? Let me know in the comments. And
if you're interested in getting started with Power Query for Excel,

check out my book, Modern Data Analytics in Excel: Using Power

Query, Power Pivot,_and More for Enhanced Data Analytics.

O'REILLY"

Modern
Data Analytics
in Excel

Using Power Query, Power Pivot and More
for Enhanced Data Analytics

George Mount



https://stringfestanalytics.com/maxl
https://stringfestanalytics.com/maxl/
https://stringfestanalytics.com/maxl/

